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16.04.2020 Introduction. UK, Commonwealth
30.04.2020 Overview: U.S. Law

14.05.2020 Contract law

28.05.2020 Torts law

11.06.2020 Property law + trust

25.06.2020 Company and partnership law
09.07.2020 Civil procedure + insolvency law



Introduction:
The Anglo-American legal family

A Starting-point: Legal families

A Countries of the AA legal family ( cAmmon lawfi )

- United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
- USA

- Commonwealth

A Common elements: Common Law in contrast to
Civil Law

A Differences Awithinfithe AA legal family:
constitutional law, different realizations of common
law and statute law. Court systems.
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UK and USA

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland: 64 million inh., 242.000 km?2, capital London,
constitutional monarchy, union of 4 countries (England, Wales,

Scotland, Northern Ireland) with different degrees of autonomy.
Plus ca. 14 British Overseas Territories ( e . ¢ . Gi bral t e
and Crown Dependencies (Isle of Man, Guernsey, Jersey), permanent
member of UN Security Council, member of (British) Commonwealth of
Nations, member of EEC/ EU (since

United States of America: 322 mio. inh., 9,8 mio. kmZ,
capital Washington D.C., federal republic (50 states + 1 federal

di strict [Washington D.C.1), /
member of UN Security Council, NAFTA (since 1994, renewed
2018: United States Mexico Canada Agreement-" US MCA N )

AOt heti sfiparticul ar Commonweal
English law e.g. in international commercial courts, choice of
Enaglish law In contractual practice: influence in EU and



The COommonwealth

of Nations, commonly
known as the Common-
wealth (formerly the British
Commonwealth), is an
intergovernmental organi-
sation of 53 member states
that were mostly territories
of the former British Empire.

The Commonwealth
operates by intergovern-
mental consensus of the
member states, organised
through the Commonwealth
Secretariat and Non-
governmental organisations,
organised through the
Commonwealth Foundation.
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Characteristics of the
ACommon Lawh

ACommon Law as counterpar
A In principle, uninterrupted legal history since 1066
A In principle based on case-law, not statutes

ACase-l aw as origin of Arul e
precedent

A Numerous specific legal institutes and rules, partly
based on di st i ncitAeognu iAcyofi

A Only rather limited impact of Roman law
A Many statutes, but no codifications
A High esteem of judges



Differences within the
Common Law legal family

A Constitutional law, cf. UK: const. monarchy i U.S.: republic
A International law
A European law: cf. ireland i UK T U.S.

A Legal SOUrcCes. cf. U.s. (federal structure) i UK T Indiai Cyprus
North/South) i Singapore - Hongkong

A Doctrine of precedent

A Role of tradition

A Role of non-English elements: ct. indiai South Africa
A Judicial style

A Role of lawyers




UK and Commonwealth






Overview:
UK and Commonwealth from a legal

perspective

A UK (United Kingdom) as a political concept, English
law as legal cornerstone

A Commonwealth of Nations: post-structure of British
Empire

A Main characteristics of English law

- common law 1 equity, with specific legal institutes, e.g. trust

- doctrine of precedent
- EU membership (1973-2020)

A Influence of English law on other jurisdictions: UK,
foreign countries, in particular U.S. and Commonwealtlr



UK, In particular England




Current overseas territories | edi]

The fourteen British Overseas Territories are:[11]
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Akrotiri and Dhekelia

Anguilla

Bermuda

Britizh Antarctic Territory

Britizh Indian Ocean Territory

Britizh Virgin Izlands

Cayman Izlands

Falkland Izlands

Gibrattar
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Ak

Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan

da Cunha

Location

Mediterranean (Cyprus)

Caribbean and North Atlantic Ocean

Morth Atlantic Ocean

Antarctica

Indian Ocean

Caribbean and North Atlantic Ocean

Caribbean and North Atlantic Ocean

South Atlantic Ocean

13

lberian Peninsula (Continental Europe)

Caribbean and North Atlantic Ocean

Pacific Ocean

South Atlantic Ocean

Motto

Strength and Endurance

Quo fata ferunt (Latin: "Whither the Fates carry [us]™)

Research and discovery

In tutels nostrs Limuria (Latin: "Limuria is in our

charge™)

Vigilate (Latin: "Be watchful")

He hath founded it upon the seas

Dezire the right

Nulli expugnabiliz hosti (Latin: "No enemy shall expel

us"y

A people of excellence, mowlded by nature, nurtured by

Zod

Loyal and Unshakeable

L1

Area

255 ki (98 =g mi)l"2

91 km? (35.1 2q mi)l"

54 km? (20.8 =g mil"

1,708,400 km?
(850,000 =g mijl 12!

45 km? (18 =q mi)l'%]

153 km? (59 sg mijl="

264 kme (101.9 =g mi

12,173 km? (4,700 sg

6.5 km (2.5 sq mijlZ?

101 km? (39 =g mi)l2?

45 kmE (17 =q mi)

(all islands)[22]

420 km? (162 =q mi)
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Legislation Y

This section contains all primary and secondary legislation
consolidated to date. Items will continue to be added as and
when they become available. The process of consolidation will be
on-going with all legislation being amended and placed on the
database as soon as possible after it comes into force.

If you are new to this website it is recommended that you first

click on the button marked fAHel po bel ow

enter search criteria, open and save documents, etc. To search

the site click on the fiSearcho button
search criteria in the form.

Whilst the Gibraltar Law Office - Admin Office and Gazette has

taken considerable care to find all amending enactments if any

person finds any inaccuracies please click on the report errors to

text link above.

Search for legislation.

Help on how to use the site.

Contact Us to send your comments on this website.
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A England and UK: Prehistory (e.g. Stonehenge, Celtic
culture) T since 1st century Roman conguest 1 since 5th
century Angles and Saxons - 1066 Norman congquest -
1707 (England + Scotland: UK) T 1801 (Acts of Union:
Ireland enters UK) i 1922 (in UK remains Northern
Ireland), 1973 UK entersEEC, &

A Others: Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland



A England (as part of UK)
A Magna Carta 12157 no written Constitution?

A Common Law (since 12th century) and Equity i English
approach; wrilsfi strict observance of precedents.

A Influence of EU law. Vote on Brexit (2016), Brexit Treaty
(2019, effective 1 Feb. 2020), transition period until end of
2020.



Magna Carta (1215)



