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Introduction:

The Anglo-American legal family

ÅStarting-point: Legal families

ÅCountries of the AA legal family (Ăcommon lawñ)

- United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

- USA

- Commonwealth

ÅCommon elements: Common Law in contrast to

Civil Law

ÅDifferencesĂwithinñ the AA legal family:

constitutional law, different realizations of common

law and statute law. Court systems.





UK and USA
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland: 64 million inh., 242.000 km2, capital London, 

constitutional monarchy, union of 4 countries (England, Wales, 

Scotland, Northern Ireland) with different degrees of autonomy. 
Plus ca. 14 British Overseas Territories (e.g. Gibraltar, Bahamas é) 

and Crown Dependencies (Isle of Man, Guernsey, Jersey), permanent 

member of UN Security Council, member of (British) Commonwealth of 

Nations, member of EEC/EU (since 1973), ĂBrexitñ 2016/2020 (2021)

United States of America: 322 mio. inh., 9,8 mio. km2, 

capital Washington D.C., federal republic (50 states + 1 federal 

district [Washington D.C.]), Ăsuperpowerñ since WW II, permanent 

member of UN Security Council, NAFTA (since 1994, renewed 

2018: United States Mexico Canada Agreement -"USMCAñ).

ĂOthersñ:in particular Commonwealth countries, Ăislandsñ of 

English law e.g. in international commercial courts, choice of 

English law in contractual practice; influence in EU and 

internationals organisations such as WTO etc.



The Commonwealth 

of Nations, commonly 

known as the Common-

wealth (formerly the British 

Commonwealth), is an 

intergovernmental organi-

sation of 53 member states 

that were mostly territories 

of the former British Empire. 

The Commonwealth 

operates by intergovern-

mental consensus of the 

member states, organised 

through the Commonwealth 

Secretariat and Non-

governmental organisations, 

organised through the 

Commonwealth Foundation.



Characteristics of the

ĂCommon Lawñ

ÅCommon Law as counterpart of ĂCivil Lawñ

ÅIn principle, uninterrupted legal history since 1066

ÅIn principle based on case-law, not statutes

ÅCase-law as origin of Ărulesñ, method: doctrine of 

precedent

ÅNumerous specific legal institutes and rules, partly 

based on distinction Ăcommon lawñ ïĂequityñ

ÅOnly rather limited impact of Roman law

ÅMany statutes, but no codifications

ÅHigh esteem of judges



Differences within the

Common Law legal family

ÅConstitutional law, cf. UK: const. monarchy ïU.S.: republic

ÅInternational law

ÅEuropean law: cf. Ireland ïUK ïU.S.

ÅLegal sources: cf. U.S. (federal structure) ïUK ïIndia ïCyprus 

North/South) ïSingapore - Hongkong

ÅDoctrine of precedent

ÅRole of tradition

ÅRole of non-English elements: cf. India ïSouth Africa

ÅJudicial style

ÅRole of lawyers



UK and Commonwealth





Overview:

UK and Commonwealth from a legal 

perspective
ÅUK (United Kingdom) as a political concept, English 

law as legal cornerstone

ÅCommonwealth of Nations: post-structure of British 

Empire

ÅMain characteristics of English law

- common lawïequity, with specific legal institutes, e.g. trust

- doctrine of precedent

- EU membership (1973-2020)

ÅInfluence of English law on other jurisdictions: UK, 

foreign countries, in particular U.S. and Commonwealth



UK, in particular England





Legislation

This section contains all primary and secondary legislation 

consolidated to date. Items will continue to be added as and 

when they become available. The process of consolidation will be 

on-going with all legislation being amended and placed on the 

database as soon as possible after it comes into force.

If you are new to this website it is recommended that you first 

click on the button marked ñHelpò below for assistance on how to 

enter search criteria, open and save documents, etc. To search 

the site click on the ñSearchò button below and enter the relevant 

search criteria in the form.

Whilst the Gibraltar Law Office - Admin Office and Gazette has 

taken considerable care to find all amending enactments if any 

person finds any inaccuracies please click on the report errors to 

text link above.

Search for legislation.

Help on how to use the site.

Contact Us to send your comments on this website.
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Suggestions / Errors
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Remarks on general history of the UK

ÅEngland and UK: Prehistory (e.g. Stonehenge, Celtic

culture) ïsince 1st century Roman conquestïsince 5th 

century Angles and Saxons - 1066 Norman conquest -

1707 (England + Scotland: UK) ï1801 (Acts of Union: 

Ireland enters UK) ï1922 (in UK remains Northern 

Ireland), 1973 UK entersEEC, é

ÅOthers: Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland



Remarks on the legal history of 

England

ÅEngland (as part of UK)

ÅMagna Carta 1215 ïno written Constitution?

ÅCommon Law (since 12th century) and Equity ïEnglish 

approach; Ăwritsñ; strict observance of precedents.

Å Influence of EU law. Vote on Brexit (2016), Brexit Treaty 

(2019, effective 1 Feb. 2020), transition period until end of

2020.



Magna Carta (1215)


