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Introduction

The present brochure is to give an impression of a three months research project, which dealt in 2014/2015
with the new EU Association Agrements with countries of the Eastern Partnership initiative. The project was
carried through by the Institute of East European Law of the University of Kiel (Germany) in cooperation
with universities in the Easten Partnership region and with the financial support of the German Academic
Exchange Service. The Eastern Partnership initiative is presently under evaluation within the European Union and is said to
be freshly accentuated. An important element of this would be a stronger focus on academic education and professional
training addressing topics of particular relevance to the countries of this region. The brochure describes an academic project
in the field of law with orientation to the countries of the Eastern Partnership.

Prof. Dr. Alexander Trunk
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Overview
After several years of negotiations the governments of Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine on the one hand, the European
Union and its member states on the other signed in June 2014 agreements on an association of these countries with the
European Union. After their ratification, the Association Agreements (AAs) will replace the present Partnership and
Cooperation Agreements (PCAs) of the EU with these countries. The new Association Agreements are the legal
cornerstones of the EU’s Eastern Partnership initiative They are complex
legal documents with a size of many hundreds of pages, which have not
yet been academically analysed in-depth, let-alone on a comparative
basis. Also in the three partner countries the Assocation Agreements have
by now not been scrutinized outside diplomatic channels. In the specific
case of Ukraine the case of signing of the Agreement triggered the present
bloody conflict in and around Ukraine.

In mid-June 2014 the German Academc Exchange Service (DAAD) informed universities that the German Foreign Office
intended on short notice to grant financial means for projects of civil society cooperation withe some countries oft he EU
Eastern Partnership region (Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine). The projects would have to be carried-through
completely in 2014. Universities in Germany were asked to propose projects.
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Within a week, we (Institute of East European Law of Kiel University) sent to the DAAD a proposal for a three months
research stay of 15 scholarship students from the partnership countries. The basic idea
was to propose a project, which could – within the short time-frame available – create a
palpable, sustainable impact for the partnership countries. The proposal was accepted in the
beginning of October 2014. We instantly started implementation of the project, asking our
partner universities in the partnership region for proposals of scholarship candidatures.
Extremely valuable help was given to us at this stage by Prof. Dr. Michael Geistlinger,
professor of public international law and East European Law at the University of Saltzburg (Austria). By the intensive
endeavours of all participants we managed to receive within a few days corresponding proposals and applications for
scholarships and carry-through the selection process.
We selected 16 scholarship holders from Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine: 3 from Georgia, 3 from Moldova, 10
from Ukraine, taking into account all regions of Ukraine. We did not receive applications from Belarus. The scholarship
holders were advanced law students as well as Ph.D. candidates. Having gone through the necessary visa procedures the
students managed to arrive in Kiel by mid- or or end-November.
The center-piece of the project was a students and PhD candidates conference in Kiel on 19/20 December 2014
on Legal Aspects of the new EU Association Agreements with these countries. The scholarship students prepared their
conference papers during their stay in Kiel. The conference was complemented by an excursion to European institutions
in Brussels and Luxembourg in the end of January 2015.
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The Conference of 19/20 December 2014
The purpose of the conference was to present and discuss central
aspects of the EU Association Agreements with Georgia, Moldova and
Ukraine under a comparative perspective. Though the three agreements
differ in details, they have the same basic structure. Insights won at the
analysis of one agreement can therefore often be transferred tot he other
agreements, and even differences between the agreements can give
arguments for interpretation. The peculiarity of the conference consisted
not least in the circumstance that the majority of the presentations was
made by young scholars from the Eastern Partnership region, the
presentations having been prepared in a community context with the
support of the Kiel Institute team. Additionally, scholars from different
countries and disciplines were invited to the conference for „external“ presentations or comments.

The structure of the conference had been designed by the Institute of East European Law. The topics of the conference
papers were discussed with the scholarship holders in detail individually, and the scholarship students were coached by
scientific assistents of the Institute. As there is not yet much legal literature available specifically on the Association
Agreements, the scholarship students had to a large degree to develop their own analysis based on general legal literature
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dealing with the topic areas of the Agreements. In thise context they also had, of course, to make use of Internet sources and,
in particular, information accessible in their own countries.
The conference took place on 19/20 December 2014 in the „Internationales
Begegnungszentrum“ (International Meeting Center) of Kiel University, a
location directly situated on the coast with a view to the „Kieler Förde“
(Kiel bay). Altogether, 6 scholars and 24 students participated in the
conference.

Some of these scholars came from other institutions in Germany or abroad:
Assistant Professor Dr. Yulia Chemykh (Mohyla Academy, Kiev), Dr.
Narine

Ghazaryan

(Brunel

University,

London), Prof. Dr. Michael Geistlinger (University of Saltzburg), Prof.
Dr. Karsten Nowrot (University of Hamburg), Prof. Dr. Matthias Lücke
and Dr. Esther Ademmer (both: Kiel Institute for the World Economy).

8

The presentations on the first day of the Conference (19 December 2014) dealt mainly with introductory or umbrella
topics: comparative general overviews of the three Agreements, the DCFTAs in this context and, finally, economic and
sectoral cooperation in the structure of the three agreements.

Felicia Badalova (Moldova) opened the first session with a general overview, followed by Ala Otgon (also Moldova) und
Tetyana Ilyushyna (Ukraine), focussing on a comparison the new Agreements with EU-Turkey Association Agreement of
1963 (Ankara Agreement). The new Agreements are much more detailed than the Ankara Agreement, but they lack behind
the EU-Turkey Agreement in one important aspect: They do not give the Assocation Councils – differing from the Ankara
Agreement – the power to make binding decisions.
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Anastasiia Bogutska (Ukraine) then directed the view to longer-term perspectives of relations between the EU and the
associated countries, reporting on Ukraine’s EU Accession Strategy. Mykhailo Smeshko (Ukraine) spoke on a topic of
general

political

relevance,

the

provisions of the new Agrements

relating to the present inner conflicts

in Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine.

While the agreements with Georgia

and Moldova address this issue at

least briefly (without making any firm

commitments)

agreement does not mention these

more recent developments, thereby

the

EU

Ukraine

raising numerous questions.

A further important aspect of the relations between the EU and the association countries is the protection of human rights
in the region. Dr. Narine Ghazaryan (Brunel University, London) gave a speach on
the human rights dimension of the Association, which was followed by a presentation
on the role of the European Court of Human Rights in the region (Maja Mascher,
student of Munich University).

Vadym Karnaukh (Ukraine), Ph.D. student at Taras
Shevchenko University Kiev, concluded the „general
part“ of the Conference with a presentation on the
permeating topic of approximation of laws in the
different parts of the Association Agreements, comparing them with the present PCAs.
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The afternoon program of the first day covered the issues of free trade and sectoral cooperation.

In a session which was moderated by Ass. Prof. Dr. Marina
Trunk-Fedorova, Marta Zakharko (Ukraine) compared the
provisions and principles on „deep and comprehensive free trade“
in the three Agreements. Anastasiia Romanchenko (also Ukraine)
deepened this with a presentation on technical barriers to trade
under the agreements. Prof. Dr. Matthias Lücke (Kiel Institute for
the World Economy) made comments from an economic
perspective.
The second session was devoted to the provisions of the agreements
on economic and sectoral cooperation. Following an introduction
by Prof. Dr. Alexander Trunk, Nataliya Boyko and Olena Serpukhovitina (both: Ukraine) analysed cooperation in the
fields of the energy sector and of some areas of intellectual property law. Ana Tokhadze and Solomon Menabdishvili
(both: Georgia) addressed the

issues

governance and competition

law.

of

corporate
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The second day of the conference (20 December 2014) started with a keynote speach by Prof. Dr. Michael Geistlinger
on the political context of the Association Agreements from an Austrian perspective. The presentation, which was
deliberately pointed, lead to a hot discussion, for example on the speaker’s thesis, that the Ukrainian conflict as well as the
frozen conflicts in Georgia and Moldova could not be solved without some agreement with Russia.

The programme of this day concentrated on cooperation in the fields of justice, freedom and security under the
Agreements and on dispute resolution. Ludmila Negritu (Moldova) compared justice sector related cooperation under the
AAs with internal EU law. Salome Kavtaradze (Georgia) analysed the limited impact of the AAs on free movement of
persons. The presentations were commented from a Ukrainian perspective by Ass. Prof. Dr. Yulia Chemykh (Mohyla
Academy Kiev).
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Thereafter matters of dispute resolution under the Agreements as well as in the field of
investment law were presented by Yulia Khomyn (Ukraine), Anastasia Rogozina and
Anastasia Bessonova, two Ph.D. students from Russia doing research at the Institute of East
European Law. Prof. Dr. Karsten Nowrot (University of
Hamburg) made comments.

The final session dealt with the relevance of the Association Agreements
for third countries, with one presentation (by Oleksandr Shevchuk,
Ukraine) on the particularly sensitive topic of relations with Russia.

The conference ended with an outlook and a joint dinner
in a nice restaurant with a view to Kieler Förde. After the
Conference the scholarship students finalized their papers
for publication. The conference volume will be published
in 2015.
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Excursion to Brussels and Luxembourg
After the Conference in December, the scholarship students group undertook from 26 to 30 January 2015 an excursion to
Brussels and Luxembourg to visit European institutions.

Brussels
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On 27 January 2015 the group visited at first the Hanse-Office, the joint
representation of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg and of the Land
Schleswig-Holstein in Brüssels. The participants received an impression of
the work of representations of German Länder in Brussels.

Thereafter, Mr. Gunnar Wiegand, the Director for Russia,
Eastern Partnership, Central Asia, Regional Cooperation and
OSCE of the European External Action Service (EEAS),
welcomed the group for a detailed conversation, in which also
several members of his staff participated. Topics of the
conversation were both general aspects of the Association
Agreements and some specific questions, e.g. possible ways of
addressing the present territorial conflicts within Ukraine in the
Agreements.
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In the afternoon the group was received by the Vice-President of the European Parliament Alexander Graf Lambsdorff.
The conversation mainly centered on political aspects of relations between the EU and the countries of the Eastern
Partnership region. One aspect of this were ideas on possible solutions for the existing internal conflicts in the three
associated countries as well as the publicly discussed topic of a future NATO membership of Ukraine.
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The next day, 28 January 2015, the group also had an intensive series of talks. They first met
members of the staff of the Directorate-General for Trade of the European Commission
for a talk on trade and investment aspects of the AAs. A following, more politically oriented
meeting took place in the cabinet of EU Commissioner Dr. Johannes Hahn, responsible for
European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations. Then the group met again
with representives of DG Trade, this time with a particular focus on Eastern Partnership
issues.

Finally, the group had the opportunity to meet the Head of the Mission of
Ukraine to the EU, Ambassador Kostiantyn Yelisieiev, for a very friendly
and informative talk. The ambassador stressed the importance of academic
cooperation in the framework of EU-Ukrainian relations and invited the
Ukrainian participants to apply in the future for work in the Mission.

17

Luxembourg
On the same evening the group took the train to Luxembourg. On 29 January 2015 the participants visited the
European Court of Justice. After participating in a public hearing and an ensuing discussion, the group was very
kindly welcomed by the Latvian judge at the ECJ, Dr.
Egils Levits, who had earlier been a scientific assistant at
the Kiel Institute of East European Law.

On 30 January 2015 the group paid a visit to the new
Max Planck Institute Luxembourg for International,
European and Regulatory Procedural Law, where we were
received by Co-Director Prof. Dr.Burkhard Heß. By
this, the visit ended, and the participants had already to get
ready for travelling back to their home countries.
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Accompanying aspects
In the course of three months of joint research at one place a very cordial
atmosphere has developed among the members of the group, making their
scientific-professional occupation all the more productive. The team of
the Institute of East European Law, in the first place Dr. Nazar Panych
and Dr. Susanne Rieckhof, gave their best to bring together research
consultation and organization with amicable support.

The working language of the project was English, but it proved very
useful that from time to time other languages such as German, Russian or
Ukrainian could be used additionally. Once in the week the whole group met for discussion, in addition there were
individual consultative talks. The scholarship students were also entitled to follow regular classes in German or English at
the Law Faculty, and some of them used this very actively. Also, several group members participated in an international
Conference on Settlement of International Trade Disputes in the Region of Caucasus –
Central Asia, which was organized by the Institute of East European Law in Kiel on 28/29
November 2014 in a research project funded by the Volkswagen Foundation. All participants
have expressed the hope that the German Academic Exchange Service or the European Union
might offer similar research projects in the future with a view to the Eastern Partnership
region.
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Feed-back from particpants – some examples

Anastasiia Romanchenko, Student of Donetsk National University
„… The programme has impressed my by its many-sidedness and intensity. Despite
the intensive workload, also with respect to language, we had still the possibility to
follow some classes, and could get to know „Western“ views. Fromm my view the
programme – both the conference and the excursion - was very valuable also for my
home country Ukraine. I could make comparisons between the law of the European
Union and Ukraine and learn more not only about law, but also about socio-economic aspects, this is necessary if Ukraine
wants to acquire good insights for her way into the future. It was also particularly interesting for me to get to know the
participants from Georgia and Moldova. I liked everything.“

Salome Kavtaradze, Ph.D. Student at Tbilisi State University
„I was very lucky to have had the occasion to partipate in this program. It was not so good that we had so little time to apply
and had to plan everything under greatest pressure. The organisation by the University of Kiel was good, we were well cared
for. As the topics oft he conference had been determined before, I had to select a topic which was new to me. In the
beginning this seemed difficult, but in the end I was very happy to have had to deal with a formerly unknown topic. There
was not so much time to prepare the paper, but in the end the time was sufficient. Professor Trunk and his collaborators were
always ready to answer our questions and were helpful. Also the Brussels-Luxembourg trip was well organized. We could
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hear interesting and professional opinions by important people on the Association Agreements, and we could ask questions.
This has helped us to improve our papers and modify our own opinions. … What I did not like so much in Brussels was the
youth hostel, the rooms were tiny, one could hardly turn around. In all, I would like to most cordially thank the DAAD and
the Institute of East European Law for this superb possibility. I hope that I will be able to use this knowledge in the future in
practice.“

Felicia Badalova, Student of State University Chisinau
“I’m really happy that I was selected to take part in this project. The organization was marvelous, all the organizers were so
kind, receptive, tried to do their best for us to feel comfortable in a foreign country. There were a lot of things that they
succeeded, for example, in organizational terms the organizers found the accommodation for us, met us at the train station,
showed us the university, libraries, in order lessons to frequent. From the point of view of the conference’s organization, I
may mention the fact that once a week we had a meeting, at which we discussed the work we did, the questions that we had
for other scholarship holders regarding their countries’ situation, insofar experience exchanging. There was also a person
that helped us with our researches, in order to deepen in the field. The thing that I liked the most was the lesson organized
for teaching us how to write a research and the opportunity that was given to us for publishing our researches. I rely on our
further cooperation, in order to know if our researches were published. … On this occasion, I want to give thanks to all the
organizers, they did a very good job!”
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List of DAAD scholarship holders
Georgia:
Salome Kavtaradze, Ivane Javachishvili State University Tbilissi
Solomon Menabdishvili, Ivane Javachishvili State University Tbilissi
Ana Tokhadze, Ivane Javachishvili State University Tbilissi

Moldova:
Felicia Badalova, State University Chisinau
Ludmila Negritu, State University Chisinau
Ala Otgon, State University Chisinau

Ukraine:
Anastasia Bogutska, National University „Law Academy Yaroslav the Wise“ Charkiv
Nataliya Boyko, National Ivan Franko University Lviv
Tetjana Ilyushina, National I. I. Mechnikov University Odessa
Vadim Karnaukh, National Taras Shevchenko University Kiev
Yulya Khomyn, National Ivan Franko University Lviv
Anastasia Romanchenko, National University Donetsk
Olena Serpuchovitina, National University „Mohyla Academy“ Kiev
Oleksandr Shevchuk, National Taras Shevchenko University Kiev
Mychailo Smeshko, National Taras Shevchenko University Kiev
Marta Zakharko, National University „Mohyla Academy“ Kiev
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Members of the team of the Institute involved in the project
Prof. Dr. Alexander Trunk, director of the Institute, project leader
Dr. jur. (Lviv) Nazar Panych, LL.M. (Regensburg), scientific assistant, lead scientific coordinator of the project
Dr. jur. Susanne Rieckhof, scientific assistant, lead administrator of the project
Azar Aliyev, LL.M. (Heidelberg), scientific assistant
Associate Professor (SPb) Dr. jur. (SPb) Marina Trunk-Fedorova, LL.M. (Conn.), scientific assistant
Ursula Kirsten, head of office, Institute of East European Law
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The scholarship students group on visit to the European Court of Justice on 29 January 2015

