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27.10.2014: Basic questions and structures of comparative law
30.10.2014 optional lecture on the legal position of women in China
03.11.2014: Methods of comparative law [in addition: guest lecture on Russian
constitutional law]
10.11.2014: Methods of comparative law (cont.)
17.11.2014: German legal famliy (deutscher Rechtskreis)
24.11.2014: Frence legal family
28./29.11.2014 optional possibility to participate in conference „Settlement of
international trade disputes in/with countries of the region of
Caucasus/Central Asia“ (Landeshaus Kiel)
01.12.2014: Anglo-American legal family
08.12.2014: The legal systems in Northern and Eastern Europe
15.12.2014: Legal systems in Asia
22.12.2014: Religious laws
12.1.2015: Law of contract (contracts law)
19.1.2015: Law of torts
26.1.2015: Property law - Sachenrecht (date under reservation)
02.02.2015: Commercial law (date under reservation)
09.02.2015: Civil procedure and arbitration

Legal literature
• Overview monographs (e.g. Zimmermann/Reimann,
Zweigert/Kötz), „Casebooks“, introductions into the
law of particular countries, comparative studies on
specific topics
• Law journals: e.g. British International and
Comparative Law Quarterly, American Journal of
Comparative Law, (German) Zeitschrift für
vergleichende Rechtswissenschaft, (Austrian)
Zeitschrift für Rechtsvergleichung, Revue
internationale de droit comparé, …
• Internet!! LexisNexis, Westlaw, HeinOnline, Garant.

Welcome to Westlaw International
Lawyers and legal professionals in more than 60 countries worldwide turn to Westlaw
International for legal, news and business information every day.
Designed to support the increasing global needs of the world's legal and business
community, Westlaw International delivers content from internationally renowned and trusted
sources via the latest and most intelligent online technology. Key highlights include:
Cases
- United Kingdom from 1865
- United States (Federal & State)
from 1658
- European Union from 1952
- Australia from 1903
- Hong Kong from 1905
- Canada from 1825
Statutes
- United Kingdom Statutes from
1267 (fully consolidated)
- United States Code (fully
annotated)
- Comprehensive European Union
Legislation
- Hong Kong Legislation from
1997
- Canada Legislation (fully
consolidated)

Over 1,000 Journals and Law Reviews
- Harvard Law Review
- European Competition Law Review
- Criminal Law Review
- McGill Law Review
- Melbourne University Law Review
- Hong Kong Law Journal
News
- New York Times
- Financial Times
- Thomson Financial News
- AP Newswires
- Economist
- Transcripts from major news channels

Citation techniqe
1. German sources: as usual. For LLM
candidates: course by Mr. Nazar Panych
2. Foreign sources: in principle according to the
standards of the source country.
e.g. Laws in original title with date of adoption and
entering into force, last amendment, official bulletin,
auxiliary: Internet (last consulted on …).
Example literature: Collins, L., Some Aspects of
Service out of the Jurisdiction, 21 ICLQ 656 (658 f.)
Example jurisprudence: Cass Civ, 4.3.1980, Bull Civ I
Nr. 72

Jurisprudence, institutions of
comparative law
• Jurisprudence: „IPRspr.“ (German courts), law
journals. See also „IPG“ (expert opinions of German
universities on foreign law). Internet!
• Institutions of comparative law: scientific and
practitioners‘s associations (e.g. International
Academy of Comparative Law), universities,
research institutes (e.g. Max Planck Institutes),
international organizations (e.g. UNCITRAL,
Unidroit, EU).

Veröffentlicht im Auftrag des Deutschen Rates für Internationales
Privatrecht von Prof. Dr. Dr.h.c. Jürgen Basedow, Prof. Dr. Dagmar
Coester-Waltjen und Prof. Dr. Heinz-Peter Mansel

IPG – Gutachten zum internationalen und
ausländischen Privatrecht

Historical sketch
• Aristoteles, Platon
• Middle Ages: universalist legal orders
• Modern Ages: natural law doctrine; rise of
comparative law in the 19th century:
• = Comparative law as an instrument of legal politics (e.g.
AGHGB 1861)
• = 1846 Chair of comparative criminal law at Paris Sorbonne
University
• = 1869 foundation of the Société de législation comparée
• = J. Story, W. Burge, W. Mittermaier, J. Foelix

• Intensive use of comparative law since mid 20th
century (UN-suborganisations, EU and others).

Neighbouring disciplines
•
•
•
•
•
•

History of law
Sociology of law
Economic analys of law
Legal politics (e.g. unification of law)
Private international law (including procedure)
Others, e.g. Legal ethnology, legal philosophy

Methods of comparative law
• Cognizance of foreign law. If possible work in
original languages.
• Object of comparative research:
= Comparison of legal norms – comparison of legal practice
= Macrocomparison - microcomparison: „Legal families
(Rechtskreise)“

• Core elements of comparison: „functional“
approach. Knowledge of one‘s own law as a
precondition. Precaution with use of seemingly
well-known „own“ legal terms or legal structures.

Steps of comparison
1) Formulate the research question
2) Find the applicable legal norms or
jurisprudence. Quote exactly!
3) Common elements
4) Differences
5) Which are the underlying (possibly diverging)
values?
6) Make your own evalution
7) Consequences, e.g. proposal de lege
ferenda

