
Prof. Dr. Alexander Trunk

Vorlesung / Course
Introduction to Comparative Law

Einführung in die Rechtsvergleichung

Winter term 2019-2020

http://www.eastlaw.uni-kiel.de

http://www.uni-kiel.de/eastlaw


23.10.2019: Basic questions and structures of comparative law

30.10.2019  Structures of comparative law (continued)

06.11.2019: Methods of comparative law: to be postponed

13.11.2019: Methods of comparative law

20.11.2019: Legal families (overview). German (or Germanic) legal family 

(deutscher Rechtskreis)

27.11.2019: French legal family

04.12.2019: Anglo-American legal family

11.12.2019: The legal systems in Northern and Eastern Europe

18.12.2019: Legal systems in Asia.

08.01.2020: Religious laws, in particular Islamic law

15.01.2020: Contract law I (Vertragsrecht)

22.01.2020: Contract law II

29.01.2020: Torts law (Deliktsrecht)

05.02.2020: Property law (Sachenrecht)

12.02.2020: Civil procedure



Anglo-American legal family
ÅCountries of the AA legal family (Ăcommon lawñ)

- USA

- UK (England/Wales, [with modification] Scotland, 

Northern Ireland), British Overseas Territories, 

Ireland, Commonwealth (Australia, Canada, New 

Zealand, partly Africa, India, Pakistan, Hongkong and

others)

ÅCommon elements, in part. UK ïUSA: Common 

Law: vs. Civil Law ïvs. equity. History.

ÅĂInternalñ differences: constitutional law, different 

realizations of common law and statute law. Court 

system.





UK and USA
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland: 64 million inh., 242.000 km2, capital London, 

constitutional monarchy, union of 4 countries (England, Wales, 

Scotland, Northern Ireland) with different degrees of autonomy. 
Plus ca. 14 British Overseas Territories (e.g. Gibraltar, Bahamas é) 

and Crown Dependencies (Isle of Man, Guernsey, Jersey), permanent 

member of UN Security Council, member of (British) Commonwealth of 

Nations, member of EU (since 1973), ĂBrexitñ 2016/2019?

United States of America: 322 mio. inh., 9,8 mio. km2, 

capital Washington D.C., federal republic (50 states + 1 federal 

district [Washington D.C.]), Ăsuperpowerñ since WW II, permanent 

member of UN Security Council, NAFTA (since 1994, renewed 

2018: United States Mexico Canada Agreement - "USMCAñ).

ĂOthersñ:e.g. Commonwealth countries





Legislation

This section contains all primary and secondary legislation 

consolidated to date. Items will continue to be added as and 

when they become available. The process of consolidation will be 

on-going with all legislation being amended and placed on the 

database as soon as possible after it comes into force.

If you are new to this website it is recommended that you first 

click on the button marked ñHelpò below for assistance on how to 

enter search criteria, open and save documents, etc. To search 

the site click on the ñSearchò button below and enter the relevant 

search criteria in the form.

Whilst the Gibraltar Law Office - Admin Office and Gazette has 

taken considerable care to find all amending enactments if any 

person finds any inaccuracies please click on the report errors to 

text link above.

Search for legislation.

Help on how to use the site.

Contact Us to send your comments on this website.
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The Commonwealth 

of Nations, commonly 

known as the Common-

wealth (formerly the British 

Commonwealth), is an 

intergovernmental organi-

sation of 53 member states 

that were mostly territories 

of the former British Empire. 

The Commonwealth 

operates by intergovern-

mental consensus of the 

member states, organised 

through the Commonwealth 

Secretariat and Non-

governmental organisations, 

organised through the 

Commonwealth Foundation.



Remarks on general history of UK and USA

ÅEngland and UK: Prehistory (e.g. Stonehenge, Celtic 

culture) ïsince 1st century Roman conquest ïsince 5th 

century Angles and Saxons - 1066 Norman conquest -

1707 (England + Scotland: UK) ï1801 (Acts of Union: 

Ireland enters UK) ï1922 (in UK remains Northern 

Ireland), 1973 UK enters EEC, é

ÅUSA: 1492 Christopher Columbus discovers America; 

USA founded in 1776 (Declaration of Independence, 

first independence from colonialist England), American 

Civil War 1861-1865, Ăsuperpowerñ since WW II.

ÅOthers: é



Remarks on the legal history of 

England and the U.S.

ÅEngland (as part of UK)

ÅMagna Carta 1215 ïno written Constitution?

ÅCommon Law (since 12th century) and Equity ïEnglish 

approach; Ăwritsñ; strict observance of precedents.

ÅInfluence of EU law. Vote on Brexit (2016), Brexit Treaty (2018).

ÅUnited States of America

ÅConstitution of 1787 + 10 Amendments (Bill of Rights, 1791), 

federal state, 

ÅCommon Law and Equity - US approach: more flexible approach 

as to precedents

ÅGreat power approach as to international law.



Magna Carta (1215)


